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NATO MEDALS 
  26 July 2016  

 

NOTE ï The NATO Medals initially came after the other non - UN medals but 

currently  come after the United Nations Medals .  

 

NATO MEDAL -  Bar FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

 f or Operations in the Former  Yugoslavia   

NATO MEDAL -  Bar KOSOVO 

   f or Operations in the  Former Yugoslavia Republic of  

   Kosovo  

NATO MEDAL ï No Bar  

   for service in the Former Yugoslavia Republic  of  

 Macedonia  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar Article 5  

 for Operation Eagle Assist  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar Article 5  

 for NATO Operation Active E ndeavour  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar Non- Article 5  

 for Operations in the Balkans  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar NTM- IRAQ 

for service with the NATO Training  

Implementation Mission Yethe NATO Training  

Mission in Iraq  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar AMIS 

for NATO Logistical Support to the African  

Union Mission in Sudan  

NATO MEDAL ï Bar AFRICA 

 for  operations  & activities  in relation  

to AFRICA  

NATO MEDAL ï LIBYA  

 for service on NATO Operation  UNIFIED  

 PROTECTOR against Libya  

NATO MEDAL ï Meritorious Service Medal  

 

BARS 

All NATO medals have a bar exc ept the Former Yugoslavia Republic 

of Macedonia  and the  NATO Meritorious Service Medal .  

The tour numerals are Arabic script and made of bronze.  

A bronze, Arabic numeral (identical in style to the silver 

numerals now affixed to the United Nations medals) wi ll be worn 

below  the bar and on the ribbon in undress for second and 

subsequent service of an additional 180 days of qualifying 

service.   The numerals were cancelled effective 0 1 January 2003.  

The bar is worn centered on the ribbon.  If a member has been 
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awarded the MID, then the oak leaf is worn above the bar  

 

DESCRIPTION 

A circular, bronze medal, 36 - mm in 

diameter and 5 - mm high, with raised 

letters on a cross - hatched 

background with a raised margin all 

around.  

 

OBVERSE 

The NATO star set in a wreath of 

oli ve leaves.  

 

REVERSE 

IN SERVICE / OF PEACE / AND FREEDOM in 3 lines in the upper 

portion separated by a central piece of olive leaves and AU 

SERVICE / DE LA PAIX  / ET DE LA / LIBERTE in 4 lines in the 

bottom portion.  In a ring around the edge of the medal  are the 

raised words NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (top) ORGANIZATION 

DU TRAITE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD (bottom).  

 

MOUNTING 

A solid loop (4 - mm x 4 - mm) on the top of the medal has a large 

ring (15 - mm diameter) running through it and through this ring the  

ribbon passes.  

 

RIBBON 

The ribbon is different for each of the medals.  It is 38 - mm wide 

and is a combination of NATO blue (a bright blue technical title -  

Pantone 294) or dark blue and white, t he white representing 

peace.  Article 5  medals have one or tw o gold stripes to 

represent Article 5  operations.  Non Article 5  ribbons have one 

or two silver stripes signifying that the operation was ordered 

in accordance with one of the other articles of NATO and not 

Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty.  

 

NOTE 

The medal may be awarded posthumously to any person killed on 

active service assigned to an NATO authorized  operation.  

 

POSTNOMINALS 

The use of a post - nominal is not  authorized for this medal.  
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NATO MEDAL -  Bar FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

 

NATO Implementation Force (IF OR/NATO) 

 Operation Alliance  

 

NATO Stabilization Force (SFOR/NATO)  

 Operation Palladium   / Operation Joint Guard  

 Operation Joint Force / Operation Joint Forge  

 

TERMS 

Thirty ( 30) days continuous or 

accumulated honourable service in   

the Theatre of NATO O perations 

defined as the territory of the 

Former Yugoslavia, and the 

Adriatic, including airspace 

above (aircrew accumulate one day 

service for each day they fly a 

sortie or support aircraft over 

the airspace) from 1 July 1992 to 

01 January 2003 ( IFOR was from 20 

December 1995 to 20 December 1996 

/ SFOR was from 12 January 1996 

to 01 January 2003),  

 or  

Ninety ( 90) days continuous or 

accumulated honourable service in 

the Area of Operations outside of 

the Former Yugoslavia and Adriatic (including Italy, Greec e and 

Hungary) between 1 July 1992 and 01 January 2003 and replaced by 

the Non- Article 5 NATO Medal  for operations in the Balkans after 

01 January 2003.  

 

 Those eligible for the award of the Medal are personnel from 

NATO nations:  

a)  Serving under NATO Comm and:  

 (1)  In HQ AFSOUTH, HQ NAVSOUTH, HQ AIR SOUTH, and HQ 5ATAF, 

and in direct support of Alliance operations in the Former 

Yugoslavia;  

 (2)  In other installations, within the Area of Operations 

and in direct support of Alliance operations, as designated 

by SACEUR (Supreme Allied Commander Europe).  

b)  Serving under NATO Operational Command:  

 (1)  In the NATO Airborne Early Warning Force (NAEWF);  
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 (2)  In ships assigned to Operations MARITIME MONITOR, 

MARITIME GUARD, and SHARP GUARD.  

c)  Serving under NATO Ope rational Control:  

 (1)  On Operation DENY FLIGHT;  

 (2)  In ships and aircraft assigned to Operations MARITIME 

MONITOR, MARITIME GUARD and SHARP GUARD; 

 (3)  As Liaison Officers.  

d)  The medal may be awarded posthumously to any person killed on 

active service a ssigned to this operation.  

 

BARS 

 FORMER YUGOSLAVIA for English speaking service personnel  

 EX- YOUGOSLAVIE for French speaking service personnel  

A bronze, Arabic numeral (identical in 

style to the silver numerals now affixed 

to the United Nations medals) will be 

worn above the bar and on the ribbon in 

undress for second and subsequent tour.  

 For those who earn the medal in 30 days, the qualifying time 

for a second tour numeral is 180 days plus a further 30 days in 

the region (210 days total after award of the medal); for a third 

tour numeral, a total of 360 days plus 30 days (390 days total 

after award of the medal); for a fourth tour numeral, a total of 

540 days plus 30 days (570 days total after award of the medal).  

 For those who earn the medal in 90 day s, the qualifying time 

for a second tour numeral is 540 days plus 90 days (total of 630 

days), 1,170 for a third numeral and 1,710 days total for a fourth 

numeral.  

 

MANDATE 

The United Nations gave a mandate to NATO to deploy an 

Implementation Force (IFOR) in Bosnia - Herzegovina for one year 

following the end of UNPROFOR on 20 December 1995.  It was agreed 

that a continued military force was required and since 20 December 

1996, the NATO Stabilization Force (SFOR) has secured the peace in 

Bosnia - Herzegovina.  Canadian troops are deployed in the British 

controlled south - west sector.  

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Authorized for Canadians by PC 1995 -  1484, 30 August 1995 as per 

Canada Gazette , Part II, page 2681, 20 September 1995 and amended 

by PC 1995 -  2006, 28 Novembe r 1995 as per Canada Gazette , Part 

II, page 3392, 13 December 1995.  
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CANADIAN IFOR CONTRIBUTION (Operation Alliance)  

20 December 1995 to 20 December 1996 -  5 Canadian Mechanized 

Brigade commanded by BGen Christian COUTURE, MSC, CD  

 269 from 5 Cdn Mechaniz ed Brigade Group HQ and Signals 

 Squadron  

 127 from 'A' Squadron 12e Regiment blind é du Canada (equipped 

 with Cougars)  

 184 troops from "B' Company, 1 Royal 22e Regiment  

 118 from a construction group of 53e Escadron de genie  

 247 personal as a national s upport element  

  18 personnel from an advance surgical centre  

  66 other Canadian Forces personnel  

   1,029 total CF personnel  

 

CANADIAN INITIAL SFOR CONTRIBUTION  

 450 troops form the Lord Strathcona's Horse Battle Group  

 250 troops from 1 and 3 Battalion,  PPCLI 

 130 soldiers from 1 Combat Engineers Regiment  

  50 soldiers from 1 Cdn Mechanized Brigade and Signals HQ  

 250 troops provide service support  

  50 personnel support three CH - 146 Griffon helicopters  

 200 personnel support SFOR HQ, act as police (20),  

intelligence section (6), field ambulance (25), 

engineers (15), and communications (45)  

 210 Navy Frigate in support of Operation Sharp Guard  

  13 Air staff supporting AWACS aircraft Operation Deny  

    Flight  

 

OP ECHO 

Canada's contribution to Task Force A viano was six CF - 18 Hornets 

and about 120 to 125 personnel -  prior to 24 March 1999, these 

service personnel received the NATO medal (bar Former Yugoslavia).  

Service after 11 June 1999 again earns ground staff (90 days) and 

pilots (30 sorties on 30 differ ent days, or a total of 90 days 

based in Italy) the NATO Medal (Bar Former Yugoslavia).  For 

multiple tour bars to be awarded, an additional 540 days (6x the 

90 days) must be served.  Operation Echo ended for Canada in mid -

December 2000 and the CF - 18s retu rned to Canada.  6 CF air staff 

continued to be based in Aviano to the end of the mission but 

there were no Canadian aircraft.  
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In  2001 CANADIAN SFOR GROUND FORCES 

1,666 Canadian Forces personnel based on an Infantry Battle Group  

  110 Other CF personnel in various staff positions in the HQ  

  Commander of the Multinational Division (South - West) was Major -

General (later General) Rick HILLIER, OC, CMM, OStJ, MSC, CD 

 

RIBBON 

The ribbon is 38 - mm wide, NATO blue (a bright dark blue technical 

title -  Pantone 294 ) with a white stripe (3 - mm wide), 5 - mm from 

each edge.  

 

ISSUED 

Over 12,88 9 to Canadians to the end of the operation.  1 

 

                     
1 Captain Mary Ann Gilchrist, Canadian Forces Health Services ï Brigadier-General Gregory C.P. Matte, CD ï Lieutenant-Colonel Whittaker, MBE, Commanding 
Officer BC Dragoons ï Commodore (now Rear-Admiral) Truelove, OMM, CD with Brigadier- General Eric Tremblay, CD ï All served with the NATO Mission in 
the Former Yugoslavia 
General Rick Hillier, OC, CMM, MSC, CD showing his medals and his NATO medal with bar Former Yugoslavia with a Queenôs Commendation for Valuable 
Service presented by the British Government 
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NATO MEDAL -  Bar KOSOVO 

Operation KINETIC  

 

TERMS 

Thirty (30)  days continuous or accumulated 

honourable service in    the Theatre of  NATO 

Operations defined as the territory the 

province of Kosovo in Yugoslavia, including 

airspace above, between 13 October 1998 to 

01 January 2003 (Canada withdrew its main 

Army component on 30 June 2000),   or  

Ninety (90)  days continuous or accumulated 

honourable service in the Area of 

Operations outside of the Kosovo and 

Adriatic (i.e. Italy) between 13 October 

1998 to 01 January 2003 (Canada withdrew 

its main Army component on 30 June 2000).  

This medal was replaced by the Non - Article 

5 NATO Medal for o perations in the Balkans 

after 01 January 2003.  

 Those eligible for the award of the 

Medal are personnel from NATO nations  

 The medal may be awarded posthumously to any person killed on 

active service assigned to this operation.  

 

BAR 

KOSOVO (for both Engl ish and French speaking persons)  

 

 

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Council Order 2000 - 282, 02 March 2000, as published in the 

Canada Gazette , Part II, page 503, of 15 March 2000, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian military to wear the medal and that it 

follow  the North Atlantic Medal (NATO) with the "Former 

Yugoslavia" bar in the order of precedence in the Canadian Honour 

System.   

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION to KFOR  

Total of 1,450  CF Personnel  

RCMP and Civilian Police Members  

430 ETAH Helicopter Detachment  

1 Batta lion Royal Canadian Regiment  

Reconnaissance Squadron  and Engineer Squadron  
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 OP ECHO 

Canada's contribution to Task Force Aviano consisted of 18 

fighters and about 300 personnel from 24 March to 10 June 1999 

during the bombing of Yugoslavia by Allied Force w ith Canadian 

pilots completing a total of 678 combat sorties.  During this 

period, the NATO Medal (Bar Kosovo was awarded).  Aircrew receive 

the medal for 15 combat sorties and ground crew receive the medal 

if they were present for the 79 days the bombings  occurred.  

However, if personnel only served the 79 days, they are not 

entitled to the Peacekeeping Medal as this medal is not awarded 

for hostile actions.   Translation:  it is possible to be awarded 

the NATO Medal with bar Kosovo and not receive the Pea cekeeping 

medal for 79 days service.  Aircrew who do not qualify for the 15 

combat sorties will accumulate one day's qualifying service for 

the first sortie flown of any day.  Additional sorties flown on 

the same day receive no further credit.  This requir ement exists 

for support as well as combat aircraft.  Support aircraft include 

tanker, airlift and surveillance platforms.  Canada withdrew all 

CF- 18 aircraft in December 2000 and remaining CF personnel were in 

support of the SFOR.  

 

RIBBON 

The ribbon is 38 - mm wide, NATO blue (a bright dark blue technical 

title -  Pantone 294) with a centre white stripe (8 - mm wide) and 

narrow wide edges (2 - mm wide).  

 

DATES 

For honourable service between 1 July 1992 and 

a date to be specified.  However, Canada 

largely withdre w from the force in May 2000 to 

concentrate its troops with SFOR.  By April 

2001, there were only 4 Canadian Forces 

personnel serving with KFOR and this ended on 

01 January 2003.    

 

NUMBERS 

2,277  awarded to Canadian Forces and Police 

Officers served with K FOR.  In April 2001, 

there were 4 CF personnel serving with KFOR.    

 

 2 

                     
2 Master Warrant Officer Paul Richard, CD has three NATO medals, the middle one being the NATO Medal with bar KOSVO ï here he is receiving his second 
bar to his Canadian Forces Decoration 
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NATO MEDAL (FORMER YUGOSLAVIA REPUBLIC of MACEDONIA) 

NATO ï FYROM 

Operation Essential Harvest  

 

TERMS 

Awarded to those who have taken part in 

Alliance Operations  related to the Former  

Yugoslavia Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) 

provided that no other medal has been 

awarded for the same service.  

 Qualifying period for persons operating 

on land or in the air is as follows:  

Twenty - five (25)  days continuous or 

accumulated service between 01 J une 2001 and 

27 September 2001 up to and including the 

period of Operation Essential Harvest.  

 Then 

Thirty (30)  days  continuous or accumulated 

service between 27 September 2001 and 31 

December 2002.  

 Aircrew will accumulate one day service 

for the first so rtie flown on any day.  

Additional sorties flown on the same day 

receive no further credit.  This requirement 

exists for support as well as combat 

aircraft.  

 

Personnel arriving in theatre before 3 December 2002 count their 

time towards this medal and its a ssociated tour numerals until 

the end of the deployment. Personnel arriving in - theatre on or 

after 3 December 2002 count their time towards the Non - Article 5 

NATO Medal for Operations in the Balkans. No personnel can 

receive the two medals for the same dep loyment regardless of its 

duration.  

 

Those eligible for the award of the medal are personnel from NATO 

Nations.  

The medal may be awarded posthumously to any person killed on 

active service assigned to this operation.  

This medal was replaced by the Non - Arti cle 5 NATO Medal for 

Operations in the Balkans on 1 January 2003.  

 

BAR 

There is NO bar to this medal.  
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NATO MANDATE 

Insurgents agreed to the weapons collection plan and to 

voluntarily hand - in their weapons. Part of this plan was a list 

of weapons and ammun ition which the insurgents committed to 

provide as one of their obligations as a confidence - building 

measure and one element of a broader peace plan proposed by 

President Trajkovski. TFH accepted what was passed in within the 

established timeframe. In acco rdance with the agreement between 

the ethnic Albanian insurgents and the government of the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, it was the responsibility of the 

insurgents to de - mine weapons caches and bring any hidden 

weapons to the collection sites. TF Hôs only mandate was to 

collect weapons that were voluntarily turned in by the armed 

extremists; the responsibility to ensure a safe and secure 

environment remained with the government of the Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia.  

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy  Council Order SI2002 - 103, 03 July 2002, as published in the 

Canada Gazette , Part II, page 1645, of 03 July 2002, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian military to wear the medal and that it 

follow NATO KOSOVO medal and before the NATO ARTICLE FIVE medal 

f or OP EAGLE ASSIST medal.  

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION to FYROM 

The Canadian Forces contributed 200 members to the 3,500 NATO 

troops in what NATO called Operation Forage .   

When NATO mounted a follow - on mission to provide a monitoring 

presence, the CF undertook to provide one staff officer to work 

at Task Force Headquarters. The last CF member to hold this post 

returned to Canada at the end of September, 2002.  

 

RIBBON 

The 38 - mm wide ribbon is dark blue (not the bright blue of the 

first two ribbons), with 2 - mm wid e white edge stripes and a 

white (3 - mm) stripe placed 5 - mm from each edge stripe.  

 

DATES 

For service between 01 June 2001 and 31 December 2002.  

 

ISSUED 

297 Canadians received the medal.  
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NATO MEDAL with Bar ARTICLE 5 for Operation Eagle Assist  

ARTICLE 5  

Operation Eagle Assist  

 

TERMS 

Awarded to NAEW&C crews that have served 

thirty  (30)  days  continuous or accumulated 

service in the air space of United States 

of America, and the air space of North 

America as tasked by NORAD between 12 

October 2001 and 16 May  2002:  

Aircrew will accumulate one dayôs 

service for the first sortie flown of any 

day in the Area of Operation; additional 

sorties flown on the same day receive no 

further credit. This requirement exists 

for support as well as combat aircraft, 

support air craft including tanker, airlift 

and surveillance platforms.  

  

NATO MANDATE 

Operation Eagle Assist began on 12 October 

2001 following the North Atlantic 

Council's 4 October decision to take 

measures to operationalize Article 5 of 

the Washington Treaty. Thi s was done 

following the terrorist attacks against 

the United States on 11 September 2001 and 

the mission's aim was to help the US 

Forces control the North American 

airspace. The mission was deemed as 

completed on the 16 May 2002.  

 

BAR 

This  medal is always  issued with the óARTICLE 5 ô bar. 

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Council Order SI/2003 - 153, as published in the Canada 

Gazette,  Part II, page 2425, of 10 September 2003, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian military to wear the medal and that it 

follow the Nor th Atlantic Medal (NATO) Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia in the order of precedence in the Canadian Honour 

System.   



 

 

 

12 

RIBBON 

The 38- mm wide, dark blue  ribbon has a white strip e running down 

the centre of the ribbon with a 1- mm gold strip e running dow n 

the centre of the white strip e.  

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION to OPERATION EAGLE ASSIST  

After the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, the United 

States requested the assistance of its NATO partners, invoking 

Article 5 of the Treaty (which indicates that an attack on one 

member is an attack on all). The request was for NATO Airborne 

Early Warning Force (NAEWF) aircraft assistance in the aerial 

surveillance of the continental United States. The North 

Atlantic Council (NAC) agreed to the request on 4 October, w ith 

five NATO E3A aircraft starting operations on 9 October under 

the name Operation EAGLE ASSIST.  

 

The NATO aircraft operated from Tinker Air Force base in 

Oklahoma, home of the USAF AWACS wing. Two hundred personnel 

from Geilenkirchen, Germany were stati oned at Tinker at a time. 

In January 2002, two additional NATO E3As deployed to the United 

States.  

 

In April 2002, on the basis of an improved homeland 

security posture, the United States indicated that further 

support from the NATO E3As would not be requi red. On 30 April 

the NAC announced that it had agreed to terminate Op EAGLE 

ASSIST effective 16 May 2002. Canadians made up approximately 90 

of the over 830 members of the NAEWF participated in the 

operation, flying over 4300 hours and 360 sorties.  

 

DATES 

Between 12 October 2001 and 16 May 2002 .  

 

ISSUED 

60 awarded to Canadians  
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NATO MEDAL ï ARTICLE 5 BAR ï NATO Operation Active Endeavour  

Operation SIRIUS  

 

TERMS 

Awarded for thirty (30)  days continuous or 

accumulated service as  part of an element of the 

Sta nding Naval Force (SNF) operating in the 

international waters of the Mediterranean Sea and in 

the air space above it commencing on 26 October 2001 

and terminating on 31 December 2010  and replaced with 

the same medal but Bar OUP- LIBYA /LIBYE  and silver in 

th e center of the white stripes .  

 

Aircrew accumulate d one dayôs service for the first 

sortie flown of any day in the Area of Operation; 

additional sorties flown on the same day receive d no 

further credit. This requirement exists for support 

as well as combat  aircraft, support aircraft 

including tanker, airlift and surveillance platforms.  

 

NATO MANDATE 

On 12 September 2001 NATO implemented Article 5 of the 

Washington Treaty following the 11 September attacks against the 

United States. Following US requests, NA TO subsequently agreed 

to implement 8 specific measures to expand the options available 

in the campaign against terrorism. These measures included the 

deployment of elements of NATOôs Standing Naval Forces to the 

Eastern Mediterranean in order to provide a  NATO presence and 

demonstrate resolve.  

 The NATO Operation ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR formally began on 26 

October 2001, when the activation order was issued. However, 

patrolling in the Eastern Mediterranean had already started on 6 

October, when the Standing Naval  Force Mediterranean was 

dispatched to conduct maritime presence operations in support of 

the international campaign against terrorism.  

 

BAR 

This medal is issued with the óARTICLE 5ô bar.   

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Council Order SI/2003 - 152, as published in the Canada 

Gazette , Part II, page 2424, of 10 September 2003, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian military to wear the medal and that it 

follow the North Atlantic Medal (NATO) for Operation Eagle Assist 
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in the order of precedence in the Canadian Honou r System.   

 

RIBBON 

The 38- mm wide NATO blue ribbon has  two 6- mm 

white stripes , each 6 - mm from the edge , with a 

1- mm gold stripe in the center of each white 

stripe .  

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION 

Two Canadian Forces (CF) CP - 140 Aurora maritime patrol aircraft 

and  more than 65 air force personnel deployed to Sigonella, 

Italy on Operation SIRIUS , Canada's participation in a NATO 

Campaign against Terrorism mission known as Operation ACTIVE 

ENDEAVOUR. 

 

Over the course of the mission, Operation SIRIUS comprised 

aircrew s, support personnel and aircraft from 405 Maritime 

Patrol Squadron and 415 Maritime Patrol Squadron at 14  Wing 

Greenwood, N.S., and 407 Maritime Patrol Squadron at 19  Wing 

Comox, B.C. Its tasks, which are conducted in compliance with 

international law, in cluded monitoring and surveillance of 

activity at sea, hailing ships, and tracking contacts of 

interest. Operation SIRIUS was conducted from 15 October until 

14 December 2004.  

 

Canadaôs Maritime Contribution (Operation SIRIUS) to NATO Op 

Active ENDEAVOUR was provided from October -  December 2004, from 

February -  March 2005 ( HMCS Montreal  ï 225 Officers and 

Sailors), and from November - December 2005.  

 

DATES 

Medals awarded from 26 October 2001 to the end of December 2005.  

 

ISSUED 

811  awarded to 

Canadian Forc es 

members to January 

2014 -  including the 

crew of HMCS Toronto  

who received 260 

medals.  
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NATO MEDAL -  Non Article 5 ( for Operations in the Balkans )  

End of Operation PALLADIUM  

Operation BRONZE  

Operation KOBOLD  

 

TERMS 

This medal replaces the NATO medals for the 

Former - Yugoslavia, Kosovo and the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  

 

Awarded for thirty (30)  days continuous or 

accumulated service  on the land or in the air 

spaces of Bosnia - Herzegovina, Croatia, the 

Former Yugoslavia (including Kosovo), Alba nia, 

and the Former Republic of Macedonia, starting 

on 1 January 2003 and ending on 31 December 

2004.  

 

After 31 December 2004, thirty (30)  consecutive 

days in theatre or sixty (60)  days cumulative 

days in theatre.  Time in support areas do not 

qualify.  The main mission for Canada  

(Operation Bronze)  ended 31 March 2010.  

 

Aircrew will accumulate one dayôs service for the first sortie 

flown of any day in the Area of Operation; additional sorties 

flown on the same day receive no further credit. This 

requiremen t exists for support as well as combat aircraft, 

support aircraft including tanker, airlift and surveillance 

platforms.  

 

NOTE:  Service under Operation KOBOLD  qualifies for this medal 

from August 2008 to the present.  In 2015, there were 5 CF 

personnel in Pristina, Kosovo, performing logistics and 

headquarters support functions.  

 

NATO MANDATE 

On 14 December 1995 North Atlantic Council launched the largest 

military operation ever undertaken by the Alliance, Operation 

Joint Endeavour. Based on UN Security Cou ncil Resolution 1031, 

NATO was given the mandate to implement the military aspects of 

the Peace Agreement. A NATO - led multinational force, called the 

Implementation Force (IFOR), started its mission on 20 December 

1995. IFOR was given a one - year mandate.  
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After the peaceful conduct of the September 1996 elections, IFOR 

successfully completed its mission of implementing the military 

annexes of the General Framework Agreement for Peace. However, 

it was clear that much remained to be accomplished on the civil 

side and that the political environment would continue to be 

potentially unstable and insecure. On 25 - 26 September, one week 

after the Bosnian elections NATO Defence Ministers concluded 

that the Alliance needed to re - assess how it might continue to 

provide  support for the establishment of a secure environment 

after the end of IFOR's mandate in December. The role of IFOR 

(Operation Joint Endeavour) was to implement the peace. The role 

of SFOR (Operation Joint Guard / Operation Joint Forge) was to 

stabili ze t he peace. The difference between the tasks of IFOR 

and SFOR is reflected in their names.  On 12 December 1996, SFOR 

was authorized to implement the military aspects of the Peace 

Agreement as the legal successor to IFOR. Like IFOR, SFOR 

operates under Chapt er VII of the UN Charter (peace 

enforcement).  

 Operation BRONZE  saw the deployment of teams of Canadian 

Forces members serving in key positions at NATO Headquarters 

Sarajevo (NHQSa).  It operated from 31 December 2004 to 31 March 

2010.  

 Operation KOBOLD  is  the deployment of up to 10 Canadian 

Forces members to Pristina, Kosovo, to serve with the NATO - led 

Kosovo Force (KFOR). Launched in August 2008  with an initial 

mandate of one year, Operation KOBOLD  was most recently extended 

to 31 December 2014.  As part of Operation Kobold, Task Force 

Pristina comprises up to 10 Canadian Forces members in two 

teams:   Four officers in various fields serving with the 

Military - Civil Advisory Division of KFOR, which co - ordinates 

efforts to support the new Kosovo Security Forc e (KSF)  act as 

mentor; One Canadian Forces Officer serving with the NATO 

Advisory Team, which assists the civilian officials of the KSF 

Ministry  and; the Canadian Forces Movement Detachment  which has 

up to five RCAF Traffic Technicians serving with the Mov ement 

Control Multinational Integrated Logistics Unit, which 

coordinates the movement of equipment and materiel as part of 

efficient logistics support to KFOR units.  

This medal replaces the NATO medals for the Former -

Yugoslavia, Kosovo and the Former Yugos lav Republic of 

Macedonia.  

With the creation of this medal, NATO has abolished the 

practice of issuing tour numerals to recognize more than one 
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tour with NATO forces. The ñNON ARTICLE FIVEò medal will be 

issued once to recognize all service in the Balkans,  regardless 

of the number of tours a member serves.  

NATO no longer recognizes service in support areas such as 

Italy, Greece, Hungary and Austria as qualifying time towards 

the ñNON ARTICLE FIVEò medal. A member must serve thirty days in 

the theatre of ope rations to qualify for the medal.  

 

BAR 

The medal is issued with the óNon- Article 5 ô bar. Those issued 

from 1 January 2011 onwards have a bar inscribed "BALKANS" but 

Canada was no longer part of this mission at that time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Cou ncil Order SI/2003 - 151, as published in the Canada 

Gazette , Part II, page 2423, of 10 September 2003, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian military to wear the medal and that it 

follow the Article 5 NATO Medal for Operation Active Endeavour in 

the order o f precedence in the Canadian Honour System.   

 

RIBBON 

The 38 - mm wide, NATO - blue ribbon has a 6 - mm white centre stripe, 

with a thin (1 - mm) silver stripe in the centre of the white 

stripe.  
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CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION 

Canada had a force of approximately 650 memb ers serving in this 

theatre from January 2003 to October 2004.  The Canadian 

contingent in SFOR was reduced in early October 2004 to less 

than 85 CF members.   10 CF personnel deployed on Operation 

BRONZE to serve at NATO Headquarters in Sarajevo on 05 Octo ber 

2004.  Most  Canadian members left this operation on 02 December 

2004 when the European Union Force (EUFOR) took over except 

eight continue to serve at NATO HQ in Sarajevo until 31 December 

2004.  

 

DATES 

For service after 01 January 2003 to 31 March 2010  (although the 

majority of Canadian Forces Members left on 02 December 2004 ) .   

Canada continued to supply 6 members after 2010 with the present 

extension going until 31 December 2014   

 3 

ISSUED 

2, 809 medals to members of the Canadian Forces  to January 201 6.  

                     
3 Brigadier-General (Padre) Karl McLean, CD, QHC served as the Senior NATO Chaplain with SFOR in Sarajevo from November 2003 to March 2004. 
 In 2005 he became the Command Chaplain for the Air Force. (QHC = Queenôs Honorary Chaplain).    
 He was appointed Chaplain General of the Canadian Forces on September 1, 2010. 
 He wears the NATO ribbon for service in the Former Yugoslavia (1st ribbon 2nd row) and the NATO ribbon Non-Article 5 for operations in the Balkans 
. 
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Non- Article 5 NATO Medal  (for service with the NATO Training 

Implementation Mission and the NATO Training Mission in Iraq)  

NTM- IRAQ 

 

TERMS 

Awarded for thirty (30)  days continuous 

or accumulated service  under NATO 

command or control in Iraq or in any 

neighbouring country of Iraq that hosts 

elements of the force and provide direct 

support to NTIM - I and NTM - I, starting 18 

August 2004 and ending at a date to be 

determined.  

 

Aircrew will accumulate one dayôs 

service for the first sortie flown of 

any day in the Area of Operation; 

additional sorties flown on the same day 

receive no further credit. This 

requirement exists for support as well 

as combat aircraft, support aircraft 

including tanker, airlift and 

surveillance platforms  

 

NATO MANDATE 

Following the US - led campaign in Iraq to 

topple the regime of dictator Saddam 

Hussein, NATO has undertaken the task to help train the new 

Iraqi Armed Forces through its NATO Training Implementation 

Mission (NTIM - I) and NATO Training Mission (NTM - I) in Iraq.  

 

BAR 

The medal  is always issued with a bar, inscribed NTM - IRAQ.  

 

 

 

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Council Order, as published in the Canada Gazette , Part II, 

page, of, authorizes acceptance by the Canadian military to wear 

the medal and that it follow the Article 5 NATO Meda l for 

Operation Active Endeavour in the order of precedence in the 

Canadian Honour System.   
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RIBBON 

The ribbon is NATO - blue ribbon with two white stripes centered 

on the two outer thirds of the ribbon, with a silver stripe in 

the center of each white stri pe.  

 

NATO abolished the practice of issuing tour numerals to 

recognize more than one tour with NATO forces with this medal. 

The medal will be issued once to recognize all service with 

NTIM- I or NTM - I, regardless of the number of tours a member 

serves.  

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION 

Canada has contributed several million dollars to this 

operation.  

 

DATES 

From 18 August to 16 December 2004 for the NATO Training 

Implementation Mission.  

 

The NATO Training Mission began on 14 August 2004 with the 

official end on 31 Dece mber 2011 .  

Canada had no staff in theatre after  2009.  

 

ISSUED 

In 2007, Canada supplied 30  personnel as part of NTIM to train 

the Iraq Security Force.  These personnel were under NATO 

command and not the USA.  
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Non- Article 5 NATO  for NATO Logistical Support to the African  

Union Mission in Sudan  NATO Medal  

AMIS  

 

TERMS 

Awarded for thirty (30)  days continuous or 

accumulated service under NATO command or control 

in Sudan or in other African countries approved by 

NATO that host elements of the force providing 

di rect support to the mission, starting 13 July 

2005 and ending at 31 December 20 07.  

 

Aircrew will accumulate one day's service for 

the first sortie flown of any day in the Area of 

Operation; additional sorties flown on the same 

day receive no further credit . This requirement 

exists for support as well as combat aircraft, 

support aircraft including tanker, airlift and 

surveillance platforms.  

 

NATO MANDATE 

NATO deployed troops in Sudan and certain other 

African countries to provide logistical support to 

the Af rican Union Mission in Sudan.  

 

BAR 

The medal is always issued with a bar, inscribed 

"AMIS".  

 

 

 

CANADIAN AUTHORITY 

Privy Council Order 2007 - 41, as published in the 

Canada Gazette , 27 April 2004,  Part II, page 366, authorizes 

acceptance by the Canadian mili tary to wear the medal and that it 

follow the Article 5 NATO Medal for Operation Active Endeavour in 

the order of precedence in the Canadian Honour System.  
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RIBBON 

The 38- mm wide ribbon is NATO - blue ribbon with two white stripes 

centered on the two outer  thirds of the ribbon, with a silver 

stripe in the center of each white stripe.  No additional tour 

numerals will be issued with this medal.  

 

 

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION 

Canada provid ed 105 armoured vehicles, training and maintenance 

assistance, and personal protective equipment in support of the 

efforts of the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) to bring 

peace and stability to the Darfur region. The loan of the 

armoured vehicles, which includes the provision of spare parts, 

is for a period of one year  stari ng in July 2005 .  

 

An implementation team of up to 80 Canadian Forces 

personnel deploy ed to Senegal, which will host the vehicle 

staging base in Dakar, and a training centre in Thiès. The 

implementation team will provide the African Union (AU) soldiers 

wit h training in the operation and maintenance of the armoured 

vehicles. This training is expected to commence in early August 

and will be completed in mid - September.  

The 100 ñGrizzlyò general purpose armoured vehicles and 

five ñHuskyò armoured recovery vehicles will be moved from 

Dakar, Senegal, to the Darfur region of Sudan, and are expected 

to be operational by mid - September. The vehicles will be used by 

AU troops from Nigeria, Rwanda and Senegal.  

Task Force Addis Ababa was the Canadian mission supporting  

AMIS.  The last Commander was Lieutenant - Colonel Gary Meisner 

and it comprised 11 CF members, including five in Addis Ababa 

employed in mission support and as staff officers with the 

Darfur Integrated Task Force ( DITF ), an African Union formation; 

two in Khartoum handling contracts and logistics; and four in El 

Fashir, Darfur, doing logistics support and training troops from 

Nigeria, Rwanda and Senegal to operate Canadian armoured 

fighting vehicles.    

 

DATES 

Canadian involvement was 13 July 2005 to 31 Dece mber 2007 .  

 

ISSUED 

66 awarded to Canadians to end of the mission.  
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Non- Article 5 NATO Medal for North Atlantic Council Approved 

NATO operations and activities in relation to AFRICA  

AFRICA 

 

TERMS 

Awarded for 30 days  continuous or 60 days  

cumulative servic e under NATO command or control 

for all North Atlantic Council (NAC) approved NATO 

support activities in relation to the African 

Union (AU), starting 1 January 2008.  

 

Aircrew will accumulate one day's service for the 

first sortie flown o n any day in the Ar ea of 

Operation; additional sorties flown on the same 

day receive no further credit. This requirement 

exists for support as well as combat aircraft, 

support aircraft including tanker, airlift and 

surveillance platforms.  

 

Any person who dies or is evacuated  because of 

injuries or medical reasons directly attributable 

to service is deemed to have satisfied the time 

criteria set above.  

 

Applications for the medal must be submitted 

within two years of the end of the deployment in question. 

Applications received  after this limit will not be approved by 

NATO. 

 

NATO MANDATE 

The medal will be awarded for NATO activities which  i ncludes :  

-  Staff Capacity Building within the A frican Union  

-  Strategic airlift support to the African Union Mission in  

Somalia (AMISOM)  

-  Op ALLIED PROVIDER between 25 October 2008 & 12 December 2008  

-  Op ALLIED PROTECTOR between 24 March 2009 & 23 April 2009  

(Phase 1)  

-  Op ALLIED PROTECTOR between 1 May 2009 and 16 August 2009  

(Phase 2)  

-  Op OCEAN SHIELD starting 17 August 2009.  

 

BAR 

The med al is always issued with  

a bar  AFRICA.  
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RIBBON 

The 38- mm wide ribbon is NATO - blue ribbon with two white stripes 

centred on the two outer thirds of the ribbon, with a silver 

stripe in the centre of each white stripe. The white represents 

peace and the silver  signifies that the operation was ordered in 

accordance with another article than the Article 5 of the North 

Atlantic Treaty.   

 

Where the undress ribbon is worn, a miniature version of the bar 

is centered on the ribbon.  

 

 

 

SEQUENCE 

This medal comes after the Non - Article 5 NATO Medal for NATO 

Logistical Support to the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) 

and before the ICSC medal .  

 

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION 

Operation Ocean Shield  

In April 2009, HMCS Winnipeg  for 10 weeks of anti - piracy work.  

HMCS Fredericton j oined Standing NATO Maritime Group 1 (SNMG1) 

to conduct counter - piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden and off 

the Horn of Africa ending in May 2010.  

 

DATES 

Operations noted under terms beginning on 01 January 2008.  

Op ALLIED PROVIDER between 25 October 200 8 and 12 December 2008.  

Op ALLIED PROTECTOR between 24 March 2009 and 23 April 2009 

(Phase 1) or 1 May 2009 and 16 August 2009 (Phase 2).  

Op OCEAN SHIELD starting 17 August 2009.  

 

POSTNOMINALS 

The use of a post - nominal is not authorized for this medal.  
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Non- Article 5 NATO Medal for Service on NATO Operation UNIFIED 

PROTECTOR 

Operation Mobile -  LIBYA  

 

TERMS 

Awarded for 30 consecutive  or 60 cumulative  days 

of honourable service under NATO operation 

UNIFIED PROTECTOR commencing on 23 March 2011 and 

ending on  31 October 2011.  Service as part of or 

in direct support of O peration Unified Protector  

within the political boundaries, territorial 

waters and airspace of Libya is eligible as well 

as service in or over the central southern 

Mediterranean Sea between 10 degrees East and 28 

degrees East and South of 41 degrees North, 

service at the support Bases of Trapani and 

Sigonella and at NATO and Canadian Supporting 

Headquarters in Naples and Poggio Renatico Italy.  

 

Aircrew flying from a location other than those 

lis ted above will accumulate one day's service 

for the first sortie flown into the theatre on 

any day. Additional sorties flown on the same day receive no 

further credit.  

 

NATO MANDATE 

In the spring of 2011, a multi - state coalition began a military 

interventi on in Libya in response to events during the Libyan 

civil war. The United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973 

was implemented to create a Libyan no - fly zone and to take all 

necessary measures to prevent attacks on civilians by the 

government forces of  Colonel Muammar Gaddafi. The NATO Operation 

UNIFIED PROTECTOR formally began on 23 March 2011 and ended on 

31 October 2011.   The Commander of the exercise was Canadian 

Lieutenant - General Bouchard.  

 

RIBBON 

The 38- mm wide ribbon is NATO - blue ribbon with two  white stripes 

centred on the two outer thirds of the ribbon, with a silver 

stripe in the centre of each white stripe. The  white represents 

peace and the silver signifies that the operation was ordered in 

accordance with another article than the Article 5 of the North 

Atlantic Treaty.  

 



 

 

 

26 

BAR 

Those issued from 1 January 2011 onwards have a bar inscribed 

"ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR". The medal is always issued with a bar, 

inscribed :  "OUP- LIBYA/LIBYE".  

  

 

SEQUENCE 

After the Non - Article 5 NATO Medal for North Atlantic Co uncil 

Approved NATO Operations and Activities in Relation to Africa 

(NATO- AFRICA Medal) and before the ICSC medal;  

 

Where the undress ribbon is worn, a miniature version of the bar 

i s centered on the ribbon.  

 

CANADAôs CONTRIBUTUION 

American, British, Fren ch and Canadian aircraft and ships took 

part in the Operation under the direction of Canadian 

Lieutenant - General Charles Bouchard, OC, CMM, MSC, CD.  Air 

sorties were flown across Libya and a naval blockade was put in 

place by the Coalition forces.  

 

Royal C anadian Navy  

HMCS Charlottetown  was on station with the Standing NATO 

Maritime Group (SNG1) on 17 March 2011 to 17 August 2011 

(Commanding Officer Commander Craig Skjerpen).  The ship had a 

crew of 240 members all ranks and a CH - 124 Sea King Helicopter 

wit h an air detachment to support the helicopter.  

HMCS Vancouver  replaced HMCS Charlottetown  on station from 18 

August 2011 to  01 November 2011 .  

 

Royal Canadian Air Force  

Task Force Libeccio comprised s even  CF- 18 Hornet fighter 

aircraft, two Boeing CC - 177 Glo bemasters, two CP - 140 Auroras and 

about 200 Canadian Forces personnel, including aircrews and 

ground technicians from 425 Tactical Fighter Squadron from 3 

Wing, CFB Bagotville and 409 Tactical Fighter Squadron from 4 

Wing CFB Cold Lake.  

 

The force also inc luded two CC - 150 Polaris air - to - air refuelling 

detachment fro m 437 Transport Squadron and one CC - 130J Hercules 

from 436 Transport Squadron, both from 8 Wing CFB Trenton.  The 

seven (3 pairs and a spare) CF - 188 Hornets and two CC - 150 

Polaris were based at T rapani - Birgi in Sicily, Italy and arrived 

in theatre on 18 March 2011.   
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In addition, two CP - 140 Aurora aircraft, one from 405 Long Range 

Patrol Squadron based at 14 Wing, CFB Greenwood in Nova Scotia 

and one from 407 Long Range Patrol Squadron at 19 Wing , CFB 

Comox, B.C. and were based at the Naval Air Station Sigonella in 

Sicily, Italy.  

 

Two CC- 117 Globemaster III supported the operation flying 

between Canada and Italy from 429 (RCAF) Squadron Trenton.  

 

RCAF Aircraft involved  

CF- 188 Hornets  7 aircraft ï two pairs and a spare  

CC- 150 Polaris  2 refuelling tanker aircraft  

CC- 130J Hercules  1 refuelling tanker aircraft  

CP- 140 Aurora  2 Long Range Patrol aircraft  

CC- 117 Globemaster III  2 Long Range Transport aircraft  

 

DATES 

The medal was for service between 23 M arch 2011 and 31 October 

2011.  

 

COMMANDER of OP LIBYA 

 

Lieutenant - General Charles Bouchard, OC, CMM, MSC, CD was named 

the commander of Op Libya with Rear -Admiral Russell (ñRussò) 

Harding, OBE, RN  as Deputy Commander (who received a Queenôs 

Commendation fo r Valuable Service).  
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POSTNOMINALS 

The use of a post - nominal is not authorized for this medal.  

 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

The medal is accompanied by a certificate.  4 

 

ISSUED 

950  Medals to the Canadian Forces members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     
4 Lieutenant-General Charles Bouchard, OC, CMM, MSC, CD ï Commander of Operation Unified Protector 
   Captain Sophia Polwin ï Corporal Alixandra Ferwerda 
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NATO MEDALS NOT AWARDED to CANADIANS 

 

 

NATO MEDAL -  International Security Assistance Force  

ISAF  

 

TERMS 

The qualifying period in the Afghanistan JOA 

is 30 days  continuous service or 60 days 

accumulated  service within a  two year  period, 

from 1 June 2003 to the present time  

 

Personnel eligible  for the award of the ISAF 

medal are those who are members of units or 

staffs taking part in, or supporting NATO 

operations in Afghanistan.  Entitlement will 

be acquired by those forces under NATO command 

or control whilst in the Joint Operational 

Area (JO A), and those deployed to the JOA 

under national command in support of the NATO 

operation.  

 

The JOA includes Afghanistan and all 

neighbouring countries that have borders 

contiguous with Afghanistan where forces could 

assemble and from which ISAF may be sup ported. The ISAF area of 

operations includes the airspace of Afghanistan.  

 

Aircrew will accumulate one day's service for the first sortie 

flown of any day in the Area of Operations; additional sorties 

flown on the same day receive no further credit. This 

r equirement exists for support as well as combat aircraft; 

support aircraft include tanker, airlift and surveillance 

platforms.  

 

BAR 

The Medal is issued with a bar ISAF.  


