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23 May 2017  

 CHAPTER 7 
 

 UNITED NATIONS MEDALS 
 
UNITED NATIONS SERVICE MEDAL ï KOREA 
UNK 
 
TERMS 
The medal was earned for one day's service under 
United Nations command in Korea or adjacent 
areas, including Japan and Okinawa.  The medal 
could a lso be awarded for an aggregate of thirty 
days, which need not have been consecutive, 
spent on official visits of inspections to the 

qualifying area.  The qualifying period was 27 
June 1950 to 27 July 1954 (one year longer than 
the Canadian Korea War Medal ).  
 
BAR 

A permanent bar is attached to the mount with 
the word KOREA or COREE on it.  
 
DESCRIPTION 

A circular medal, 35 - mm in diameter, made of 
bronze alloy.  
 
OBVERSE 
The emblem of the United Nations, which is the 
globe of the earth viewed from above the No rth 

Pole, within a wreath of two olive branches.  
 
REVERSE 
The inscription in 4 lines:  
FOR SERVICE IN / DEFENCE OF THE / PRINCIPLES OF 

THE /  NITED NATIONS 

or,  
POUR LA DEFENSE / DES PRINCIPES DE / LA CHARTE 
DES / NATIONS UNIES  
 
MOUNTING 
A single - toe scroll claw attaches to a straight 
plain suspender.  
 
NAMING 
The recipient's name is impressed on the rim 
with the regimental number.  
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RIBBON 

The ribbon is 35 - mm wide, and consists of 17 alternating stripes 
of UN blue and white, with UN blue on each edge.  
 
DATES 
Instituted on 12 December 1950 for service from  27 June 1950 to 27 
July 1954.  
 
ISSUED 

25,584 to Canadian military personnel ï a total of 1,225,000 
medals  were issued.  
1  

 

                     
1 Medals of Commander William H. Wilson, DSC, CD, RCN with MID showing the three medals Canadians would receive for service in Korea ï medal of the UN 

Korea Medal with French bar ñCoreeò 

Colonel James Riley Stone, CM, DSO and bar, CD showing the United Nations Korea medal fourth last medal ï Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum Edmonton 
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 UNITED NATIONS MEDALS 
 
TERMS 
The terms vary for each medal but 
the most common l ength of time 
required is 90 days with a UN 
Force (30, 60, and 180 days are 
other lengths used).  Medals are 
also awarded:  
a)  if the UN Force is 
terminated and the person was 
posted on strength and had 
physically reported to the Force.  
b)  if service is ter minated by 
death, injury or other disability received while on duty with the 

UN Force and a certificate to this effect is given by the 
Commander.  
 
BARS 
The temporary CONGO bar was the only bar from 1960 to 1988.  Then 

the UNGOMAP and OSGAP bars were awarde d using the UNTSO ribbon.  

The local commanders in Haiti began issuing bars and there are now 
four bars for Haiti.  Most medals do not have a bar.  
 
NUMERALS 
Beginning in 1983, Canadians with more than one tour of service in 
the same UN operation were allow ed to wear a small number on their 
ribbon in undress and a larger number on their ribbon when the 
medal was worn, to signify multiple tours.  The criteria for 

wearing a number on the ribbon is as follows:  if a medal is 
awarded after 90 days, then to quali fy for a second tour, the 
person would have to do 180 additional  days after the award of the 

medal.  Each additional  180 days would count as another tour.  

Therefore, the length of time required to earn a tour numeral is 
normally twice the length of time f or the original medal.  The 
most common multiple tour operation for Canadians was for Cyprus 
with many Canadian military personnel wearing the numbers 2, 3 and 
even 4 on this ribbon.  UNPROFOR also has a large number of 
numerals.  
 
Medal Earned  Numeral 2  Numeral 3  Numeral 4  
180 days  + 180 days  + 180 days  + 180 days  
 90 days  + 180 days  + 180 days  + 180 days  
 60 days  + 120 days  + 120 days  + 120 days  

 30 days  +  60 days  +  60 days  +  60 days  
 
DESCRIPTION 

A circular medal, 35 - mm in diameter, made of bronze alloy .  Some 
members of the forces have had their medals plated so that they 
appear gold in colour but the medal should not be plated and 
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should be worn in the dark brown state.  There are differences in 

colouring of the medals depending on where they were prod uced.   
There are also two distinct variations of the medal:  globe flat 
(largely European) and globe raised (USA made).  
 
OBVERSE 
The United Nations Emblem surmounted by the letters:  UN  
The UNEF medal had the UN emblem but had the letters:  UNEF at the 
to p rather than UN.  
All UN medals since the UNEF have been the same design.  
 
REVERSE 
The reverse bears the inscription:  IN THE SERVICE / OF PEACE in 
two lines.  

 
MOUNTING 
There is a ball on the top of the 
medal through which a loose (13 - mm 
in diameter) ring  passes.  
 
RIBBON 

The ribbons are 35 - mm wide (although 
depending on manufacturer, they can 
be 34 - mm to 36 - mm).  Colours vary 
for each mission .  
 
NAMING 
The medals are issued unnamed.  
 
UNITED NATIONS MANDATE 
A brief outline is given of the 
reasons for each of  the UN 
Peacekeeping Mission  under the 
specific medal .  
 
CANADIAN FORCES CONTRIBUTION 
Example of units that served in the 
mission is  given.  It is not 
intended that all units be mentioned 
but enough to give the reader a 
flavour of who served in the 
mission.  
 
 

 
 
Photos of the United Nations Medals  ï The majority of the 

individual photos are taken from the web site of the Orders and 
Medals Society of America.
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UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE (EGYPT) 
UNEF 
 
TERMS 
The medal was awarded for 90 days honourable 

servi ce between 01 November 1956 and 17 June 
1967.  
 
UNITED NATIONS MANDATE 
In October 1956, Israel, Britain and France 
moved military forces into the Suez Canal zone 
to secure the Canal.  Through the efforts of 
Canada's External Affairs Minister, Lester B. 
Pear son, the UN General Assembly agreed to its 
first peacekeeping force to secure peace in the 

region (previous operations had been only 
observer forces).  Under the command of 
Canadian MGen Eedson Louis Millard BURNS, (OC) 
DSO OBE MC, the UNEF, on 07 November  1956, was 
given a mandate to secure the removal of 
Israeli, British and French troops from the 
Canal Zone  and the Gaza Strip and to maintain 
peace in the area.  The first Canadian troops 
arrived at Abu Suweir, Egypt on 24 November 1956.  Egypt abruptly 
asked the Canadians to leave in May 1967, leading to the six - day 
war between Israel and Egypt starting on June 5.  Thirty - two 
Canadians lost their lives serving with this force, seven of who 
were killed while on duty.  
 
CANADIAN FORCES CONTRIBUTION 
1,007 at a ny one time  
 56 Reconnaissance Squadron (CAC)  
 56 Signal Squadron  
 56 Transport Squadron  
 56 Infantry Workshop  
 115 Air Transport Unit (Dakota, Caribou and Otter aircraft)  
 
RIBBON 

The ribbon is sand yellow with 
a central stripe of UN blue (8 -
mm) and on e ach side, 3 - mm from 
the edge, a stripe of dark blue 
(1 - mm) and 2 - mm inside the dark 
blue stripe, a dark green 

stripe (1 - mm).  
 
ISSUED 

9,963 awarded to Canadians out of a total of 58,031.  2 

                     
2 Master Warrant Officer Ralph William Verge, MMM, CD medal group from the Memory Project medal before UNEF is the Korean War Service Medal 

(Syngman Rhee). 
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UNITED NATIONS TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION IN PALESTINE  
UNTSO 
Operation JADE  

 
TERMS 
The medal was awarded for six months  honourable service 

between 23 April 1948 and present time.  
 
UNITED NATIONS MANDATE 
A force to observe and maintain the cease - fire and 
general armistice agreements between Israel, Egypt, 
Lebanon and Syria, following the 1948 Arab - Israeli War. 
 The mission now has a mandate of indefinite duration 
and acts as an intermediary between hostile parties and 
seeks to contain isolated incidents.  

 
CANADIAN FORCES CONTRIBUTION 

20 Canadian Forces officers served for one year periods between 
February 1954 and 1996.  Up to 12 Canadian Forces Officer have 
served with the force since 1996 and are located in the Golan 
Heights, in South Lebanon, and in the Sinai.  In February 2009, 
there are seven officers involved with  this mission  (8 April 2014) .  

 
RIBBON 

The ribbon is UN blue with a narrow (2 - mm) white stripe 6 - mm from 
each edge.  
 
ISSUED 

1,05 8 awarded to Canadians to January 2016  
  (8 serving in April 2014 ; 4 in 2015 from United Nations Statistics )  3 

CASUALTIES  

On 25 July 2006, four UNTSO observers, including one from Canada (Austria, China and Finland) were killed by Israeli strikes on an Observer 

Group Lebanon patrol base near Khiam in southern Lebanon. According to the UN, the Israelis stated they were responding to "Hezbollah fire 

from that vicinity" and the four had taken shelter in a bunker under the post. The area around the site was hit by a precision guided bomb from 

an Israeli jet and shelled a total of 14 times by Israeli artillery throughout the day despite warning calls made by UN personnel to the IDF.

                     
3 Lieutenant-General Eedson Louis Millard, BURNS, CC, DSO, OBE, MC, CD - Chief of Staff of UNTSO from September 1954 until November 1956 when he took 

command of UNEF -The medals are in Canadian War Museum Ottawa 
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UNITED NATIONS OBSERVER GROUP IN LEBANON 
UNOGIL 
 
TERMS 
The medal was awarded for 30 days honourable service between 11 

June 1958 and 09 December 1958.  
 
UNITED NATIONS MANDATE 
With internal problems in Lebanon  between the Lebanese Christian 
and Moslem inhabitants and the threat of invasion by the United 
Arab Republic (Egypt and Syria), the Lebanese President requested 
the UN Security Council to send an Observer Group to Lebanon.  The 
UNOGIL headquarters was in Beirut with 49 observer posts 
throughout Lebanon and reached a peak of 591 troops, 77 of them 
Canadian officers and men.  The crisis ended with the presence of 

14,000 USA soldiers and the election of a new President in July 
1958.  UNOGIL was ended after ju st 6 months.  
 
CANADIAN FORCES CONTRIBUTION 
Canadian Army Officers served as United Nations Military 
Observers.  
 
RIBBON 

A ribbon of UN blue with a narrow (2 - mm) white stripe, 6 - mm from 
each edge (the same ribbon as UNTSO, UNGOMAP and OSGAP).  
 
ISSUED 

77 awar ded to Canadians out of the 591 issued.  
 
NOTE:  The UNTSO / UNOGIL / UNGOMAP / OSGAP ribbon would only 

be worn once if a person were entitled to receive two or more of 
these awards.  


